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“The Cendar is roaly diffarant, %5 el warm | expacied o be
Just another part of the aesiem b @wasal Now J oo hene ailf
At birr i e e ol 1 it 1 Bl ol oo et Bing &
Pt of " =—Rlichie, aoe 18

The Center Tar
Young Adults
works within a
transition
collahoraive
thraugh
Casy's
Seallle Fisd
Qice,
Collaboral e
partners
include Casay,
WouthCare,
TreeHouse, M ockingbird Society, and the Chidren’s
Administration. Along with midual collegia suppod of respective
prograrmes, (he padnes collaborade on a calendar of ofered
aviEnts and wiorkshops thal are mae 10 participants ncluding
recreational outings, cooking classes, money maragement
SHESINS, and more,

The Center’s senvices are onginally founded from s=sisting with
tha housing and errgloyment needs of homekess youth and covar
faur key areas: housing, educalion, armployment, and iife shilks,
Enrichrrant activRies are ofered, aswell a5 special projecls
intludng Indicidual Devalopmient Actounis—ihe apporunily for
participants 10 Save 1owand Sdeancermant goas

The Center provides a gateway to DSHS sendces foryouth
transitioning frorn foster care and i eploring best ways to
expand inta mental heath services in the near futuere with &
possitike onste therapist program. Onsite madical and dantal
sarvicas and being considenad

The Center Stall i cormprised of resounce spacialists in
education, career development, and experiential leaming, all with
genaraist knowledge of avalable community resources, Stal
continualy learms throwgh practice and resporse (o the
developrenta needs of the youth. Frogram expactations are
rmade clear, while the dynarmic nature of the youths” ves is
respacied. One pardicipant shares,

“T wiad cond willh fosddy Cand ared wanfedd [0 D on my own, D
Iroepandent. Bul honestly, Baeing in the YIICA & he e &%
freadorn Yourre nod & Rl yourhe treahed! ke 80 solal. They Qe
WO the freesiom you need sid you have & eam how 1o iake
care of your responsibifies " —velma, age 19

The Center's three program aeas are

&  Young Adults in Transition (Y AT)—=Smporive
Ficausand Tor Fonmdbess yound adults aged 18-24 (snce
1983

#  Independent Living Program (LP)—Transilion suppor
b youlh refaimed by (e DSHS Division of Child and
Farmily Benvicas

«  Transitions—Suppetive hiowsing farvoung sdults aged
1523 wiho Iive in King Courty, ¥ash. and have spen
shgnificant B in foster cang. Participans work with a
YMOCA cass manme, pay & porion of coms in rent,
ard l&¢e in shared homes or scattersd Site apaiments
subsideed by The Center, gradually 1aking over
payment of rend and bils a5 they bacome sal- sufficient

The Centers

oparation for
just over ayear.
The space has
bean
conscioushy
dessgnid in
colabaration
with £ aciual paricipant s, Incomporaling warm colors, nice
furniiure, and an inwiting ambiance The rmessage corveyed 1o
youlh i your presance and eperience are valued hera,

June 2008 rmarks 15 monihs in operation for The Center.
Bermchrmarks includa:

& 1,000 rmarrbership cads given oul to dabe,
& B5TA% of participanis have axperience in fosler care.

Senior Director Sean Walsh, W8 CA Young Adult Sesvices,
describes The Cenler as a continuurm of successes. He shares
that young people come in admitting they are having a oy hard
time, {hey becoama ihonoughly engaged, and they prograss on to
jobes and ncreasing ndependance. Ha relates thal, "0ne of the
greabesd spcoosses is o see youlh using their woices o help
therrsete@s, and then hilp others” Looking fTordard, Sean
confinually considers how o Sefve mone people ard be rmore
|Fel sl e

For rmore detsils abowl The Center's programs, download their

brochurs and newslstters 8 right. Conlact Saan Walsh & (206
T48-THe5,
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